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April Calendar
April 8
Field trip to Canton.
April 22
Gail Brill
Composting as a Spiritual Practice
April 26
Social Justice Forum featuring a screening of
the documentary “Howard Zinn: You Can't be
Neutral on a Moving Train”
May Calendar
May 13
Service TBA
Social Justice Committee will meet
after service
May 27
Dan Berggren
Topic TBA
Social Justice Committee will meet
after service

April 2012
Canton Field Trip
“2 Eggs in One Basket Easter Sunday”
For Easter we will be visiting our neighboring
congregation in Canton, NY! The service will
be followed by a luncheon. We provide salads
and desserts, and our friends in Canton will
take care of the rest!
Anyone interested in going can will meet at
AUUC at 8:30 AM for carpooling
arrangements. We will be leaving promptly at
8:45.
AUUC will be open for coffee and
conversation for those who wish to remain in
Saranac Lake.
UU Info @ a Click
Want to know more about the symbol of the
chalice, its artistic creator and its history?
Click on this link and spend 90 seconds
learning more: The Flaming Chalice.
url:
http://www.uua.org/publications/pamphlets/introd
uctions/151248.shtml

Simple Faith Songwriter in Saranac Lake!
David Tamulevich and his band, Mustard's Retreat, will be playing at Bluseed on May 18th!
If you're free that evening, here's your chance to check out the songwriter of our closing song.
Check Bluseed for details on time and ticket prices.

Our Annual Junquerama is Coming up!

It's that time of year again: Junquearama 2012! Our eighth annual rummage sale will be held on May 5,
2012 from 9-3 pm. We will again be located across from Casa del Sol on the Mexican Pottery property. Please
drop off saleable items on May 4 from 4-6 pm at that location.
What do we need for the sale? Clothing on coat hangers, bric-a-brac, toys, books, sports equipment, CDs,
DVDs, tapes, used electronic equipment, dishes, housewares, linens, towels, almost anything that needs a new
home. No shoes please, unless they're new.
This is our biggest fund-raiser of the year so you may wish to help in other ways. You are needed on May 4 to
help with the set-up and pricing or early May 5-after 8 am. Of course we need people to work the day of the sale.
We also could use a few more people on the Fund-raising committee. Call Elaine Holmlund if you're interested
(891-6717). We also need someone with access to a truck to transport tables on May 4, preferable between 3:30
and 4 pm. and to return them to AUUC on May 5 after 3 pm. Clean-up after 3 on May 5 is also labor-intensive.
We leave unsold items on the lawn with a FREE sign on them for those items which cannot be used elsewhere.
What's left needs to be taken to the Transfer Station May 6 or 7. Elaine will have sign-up sheets at AUUC on
Sunday, April 8 and 22.
Please consider helping. It's fun!

Presidential Letter
Dear Friends,
This past weekend was typical in the not very typical lives of my wife and I. We were all set for a brief
getaway at a beautiful hotel in Quebec City, QC. Our bags were packed with clothes for a possible
fancy meal. Gail had a sauna appointment and all was well with the world. Except, it was not.
The morning of our departure I took a brief but close look at my passport and realized that it had
expired last November. Now, an expired passport is fine for getting into Canada but I would not be
allowed reentry to the U.S. Our plans were in tatters. But we are a resilient pair and the thought of
visiting our friend the UU Minister in Belfast, ME popped into Gail’s head. We aimed the car east
instead of north and were off.
We had not been out of the mountains in that direction is quite some time. We drove through Keene and
Keene Valley and saw that the cleanup from hurricane Irene that was still going on. As we drove further
east we saw the devastation still being cleaned up in western Vermont. Very sad.
We spent the night in a lovely place on the mid coast of Maine and on Sunday morning went to Belfast
to go to church. It is great visiting other UU congregations and I recommend it to you whenever you
travel. There are kindred spirits all over this country and our world.
Dean Perkins is a friend and a UU minister. Back when we were at Bluseed he did at least one sermon.
Dean had no idea we were coming but boy was he glad to see us and we to see him. His sermon could
not have been more appropriate. It was about pilgrimage. It put an exclamation point to our trip and
made it feel like this was where we were meant to be.
The best laid plans often are not what is in store. Go with the flow, you never know to what delights
and joy your nose may lead you.
In faith,
Jason Brill
President AUUC Executive Board
P.S. Some photos enclosed of the UU Church of Belfast.

Double Ewe Knitters

For those of you who are new to our congregation, I will briefly summarize who we are and what we have done.
Just about 6 years ago we started to meet, knit and talk. We decided on projects and sometimes we all knitted the
same items and sometimes we just knitted our own particular specialty. We knitted cold weather gear; sweaters.
Mittens and hats for elementary school children at the Colby School to be distributed by the nurse to a child sent by
the teacher who came to school improperly clad on a cold day. One year 20 large Christmas stocking were knitted
and decorated, filled with unisex items by our congregation, and distributed by social workers to the needy clients
serviced by the Tri-Lakes Center for Independence. Tiny baby hats have been knitted for the newborn nursery at
AMC, A variety of knitted ware has been sent to Haiti, Afghanistan and Joplin, Missouri. Recently 22 pairs of handknitted socks in all sizes were donated to Hospice as a cozy contribution to warmth and good foot care for the
terminally ill. Hospice is interested in this being a regular program. We will be meeting once a month and the
consensus at present is that we will meet on a Sunday after our service. Our first meeting will be on April22nd.
Please bring any pattern you like, needles and yarn. Some yarn and needles can be supplied If you used to knit but
need lessons please come. you will be knitting and purling in no time and we will start you a a flat and square baby
blanket!! If you crochet , come too! Joyce Henklein

Social Justice Committee News
Our February forum focused on promoting the right for adoptees to access their
original birth records. With closed adoptions, these records are sealed away permanently by
the state, not even allowing adoptees their original records. Here is a piece by the facilitator
of this forum, Ginger Slater.
As many of you know, I am a mother who lost her infant son to adoption in 1970. If you had known me before I
met and married my son's father, you would have thought of me as "the girl next door". You'd have been
surprised at how terrible my life became in a very short period of time. Life is fragile; one wrong turn can be
devastating. I never got over losing my son. Thirty nine years later I found him. Reunion has been an amazing
journey, one which we have nurtured responsibly.
It is my conclusion that the current laws sealing adoptees' birth records violate several of our principles.The
inherent worth and dignity of every person is not affirmed or promoted when a person is kept from possessing
the original record of his or her birth. Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations are not served when a
person is kept from knowing their relatives. A free and responsible search for truth and meaning is made
impossible for adoptees who are denied the right to know their own history before and after birth, genealogy, and
family medical histories. We, as a member congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association covenant to
affirm and promote the above, but if we know nothing we can do nothing to correct the injustice to millions of
adoptees.
Recently, the Social Justice Committee offered a film and discussion pertaining to this issue. Committee
members invested time and effort into making and distributing flyers, posting the event on Facebook, calendar
postings in local newspapers and NCPR, and making the film and documentation available to the public. All but

one of the attendees were members of the committee and there were no more than 6 present. I believe the
weather was a factor in low attendance, but I also think it is important to, at the very least, provide some
information and a website to members of this UU community so that we can participate in a responsible search
for truth. I recommend that anyone who has access to the internet look at this website for the most exhaustive
information I have found in two years of research .http://www.unsealedinitiative.org/index.html
This week Rhode Island has joined Alabama, New Hampshire, Oregon, Maine in giving adult adoptees access to
their birth records. New York Statewide Adoption Reform Unsealed Initiative has become part of NYS Open
Records Legislative Collaboration, a statewide coalition of adoption agencies and child welfare organizations
throughout the state to fight for passage of a fair and nondiscriminatory bill giving all adult adoptees rights. The
Child Welfare League of America is in support of Open Records for all Adoptees in the U.S. at age 18. Other
strong supporters of our bills are:
Catholic Charities, Albany
The American Adoption Congress
Spence Chapin Adoption Agency, New York City
Holt International Children Services (adoption agency)
The Adoptees Liberty Movement Association
Adoption Crossroads
Manhattan Birthparents Support Group
North American Council on Adoptable Children
New York Foundling Hospital, Manhattan
Hillside Adoption Services, Rochester
Friends of Adoption, Queens
New York State Citizens Coaliton for Children Council for Families and Child Caring Agencies
Adoption Under One Roof
Episcopal Diocese of Albany and Center for Family Connections
Concerned United Birth Parents
OriginsUSA Ethica
OpenAdoption.org
Adoption Action Network
The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute, the foremost think tank on adoption issues in our country has
researched this issue with two important studies finding for adoptee access to birth certificates.

This month's forum will be facilitated by Adrien Vlach and will feature a screening of the
documentary “Howard Zinn: You Can't be Neutral on a Moving Train”. Zinn is best known for
his book “A People's History of the United States”. Come join us on the 26th for screening and
a discussion following.
Things are also coming together with our garden project, which will help feed members of our
community when it comes to fruition!

“”There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle or the mirror that
reflects it.
Edith Wharton

Photo from our March 25th service hosted by Peggy Lynn and Dan Duggan.

Poetry Month

April is National Poetry Month, and what a better way to celebrate than to share some poems.
The Enkindled Spring, by D. H. Lawrence
This spring as it comes bursts up in bonfires green,
Wild puffing of emerald trees, and flame-filled bushes,
Thorn-blossom lifting in wreaths of smoke between
Where the wood fumes up and the watery, flickering rushes.
I am amazed at this spring, this conflagration
Of green fires lit on the soil of the earth, this blaze
Of growing, and sparks that puff in wild gyration,
Faces of people streaming across my gaze.
And I, what fountain of fire am I among
This leaping combustion of spring? My spirit is tossed
About like a shadow buffeted in the throng

Of flames, a shadow that's gone astray, and is lost.

Morning as a Visitor in Bryant Park by Courtney Miller
Hustle and bustle,
sounding so close
yet so distant
yellow cabs race on the borders.
A garden of tranquility in ordered chaos.
A fence corrals the trees,
canopies lace skyward
while bushes sit like pink and green heaps.
In neat rows like tin soldiers,
that stand at attention for the passers-by.
Sitting under shade
smells of blossoms and exhaust linger.
Rattle of breeze blown leaf with honk of horn.

Nature and industry find a happy medium.

Spring Storm by William Carlos Williams
The sky has given over
its bitterness.
Out of the dark change
all day long
rain falls and falls
as if it would never end.
Still the snow keeps
its hold on the ground.
But water, water
from a thousand runnels!
It collects swiftly,
dappled with black
cuts a way for itself
through green ice in the gutters.
Drop after drop it falls
from the withered grass-stems
of the overhanging embankment.

Contact Numbers
www.adkuu.org
President:
Vice President
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Jason Brill
Ann Mullen
Vanessa Houghtlin
Karen Graff

891-7230
891-5735

Trustees:

Sue Grimm
Adrien Vlach
Laura Reid

891-0455
946-7465
359-2019

891-5735

Worship Committee:
Gail Brill
Karen Graff
Elizabeth Phillips

891-7230
891-5735
354-8218

Children’s Programming: Gail Brill

891-7230

Communitarian: Courtney Miller
(starrypoetics@gmail.com)

We the member congregations of the Unitarian
Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and
promote
-The inherent worth and dignity of every person.
-Justice, equity and compassion in human relations.
-Acceptance of one another and encouragement to
spiritual growth in our congregations.
-A free and responsible search for truth and meaning.
-The right of conscience and the use of democratic
process within our congregations and in society at
large.
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-The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and
justice for all.
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-Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of
which we are a part.

Adrien Vlach
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