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Service Calendar

February 5
Nicholas Hunt-Bull
“Groundhog Day”

February 6
6pm

Welcoming Congregation Committee Meeting

February 12
Nicholas Hunt-Bull

“Creeds”

February 19
Rev. Dave Weissbard
“Troubling Parallels”

February 26
Sue Hanley

“The Music of Our Lives – the Sequel!”

Welcoming Congregation Committee
Update

The Committee spent quite a bit of our 
January meeting brainstorming how to offer 
services, organize events and otherwise 
fulfill the various commitments to attain 
Welcoming Congregation status. Here are 
some of the highlights.

 We’re going to attach a rainbow-hued
sign to our sign out-front that signals 
we welcome LGBTQ people to our 
congregation.

 Laura Reid is going to donate a 
rainbow flag to fly on Sunday 
mornings that will reinforce that.

 We’re planning an exciting LBGTQ 
Film Festival for October, open to the
public, and have secured the library 
for four evenings. (Thanks, Phyllis!)

 We’ve made changes to our bylaws 
and are working on updates to our 
speaker guidelines to emphasize our 
commitment to LGBTQ people.

 We will be conducting another 
educational, participatory service for 
the congregation.

We’re pretty excited about what we and 
you, the Congregation, have accomplished 
so far, and we remain enthusiastic.

Our next meeting is February 6th at 6:00 
p.m. at HSL. Please join us!



Service Calendar

February 5 
Nicholas Hunt-Bull
“Groundhog Day”

In the North Country it sometimes seems like winter never ends. It certainly seems that way
for weatherman Phil Connors in the classic movie Groundhog Day. Meeting a few days after

Groundhog Day we will look for lessons we can draw from Phil’s one eternal day stuck in
Punxsutawney PA. 

 
February 12

Nicholas Hunt-Bull
“Creeds: What are they? What are they good for?”

Unitarian Universalism is often described as the religion “without a creed.” So, what is a
creed, and why do other religions groups think they are so important? Should we think not

having one is such a good thing? Doesn’t this sound like a lot of rhetorical questions? Come
to this service to find out! Nicholas Hunt-Bull will be in the pulpit for a second week in a row.

February 19
Rev. Dave Weissbard
“Troubling Parallels”

This week, no less a personage than Pope Francis suggested the importance of our learning
from history.  This is not the first time I have agreed with the Roman Catholic leader who often

speaks with clarity.  He was specifically addressing a partIcular current pattern that has
troubled me, and I am certain, many of you.   I'll be focusing on some of the details

February 26
Sue Grimm Hanley

“The Music of our Lives -- the Sequel!”
 Once again, a few of our fellow AUUC members choose a song or instrumental piece that

was/is significant in their life, sharing its personal meaning for them.

TIDBITS

WELCOME BACK BOB SIOR!

On the Hygiene Kit project:  We assembled 110 kits. It was a lot of fun!!!! We had
helpers from many local organizations and area churches. - Kelly Metzger
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President's Message

It has been most satisfying to see some new faces at our Sunday services in the past few 
months and particularly those of young families.  I hope everyone is taking the opportunity to 
greet each other and begin new acquaintances.  I've been reflecting on what it might be like 
for a newcomer entering our AUUC community at this turbulent time in our national life as well
as experiencing the diversity of our Sunday service topics and presenters.  For those who are
new, we had a brief sojourn with a quarter time minister a few years ago which was satisfying 
but ended too soon.  She, the Rev. Jane Dwinell, bluntly stated that we could not afford even 
a quarter time minister.  We do, however,  have ministerial presence.  The Reverend Wayne 
Walder, minister of the Neighborhood Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Toronto, CA, has 
a cottage at Wawbeek and has spent January Sabbatical months here as well as  well as 
some time in the summer.  He has brought his helpful observations to our Annual Meeting and
has met with our Worship Committee.  Wayne brings a unique spirituality to our services 
particularly inclusive of music, meditation, ritual and sharing.  He has helped us reflect on 
being the meaning of spirituality.   The Reverend David Weissbard is a Unitarian Universalist 
minister now retired from full time ministry and living in Canton where he graduated from both 
St. Lawrence University and the St. Lawrence University Theological School (Unitarian 
Universalist).  David brings a passion for social justice which he frames in moral and religious 
meanings.   AUUC has been fortunate in having an ever deepening connection with these 
religious leaders.   Most of our services are lay led by our own congregational members and 
by presenters from other nearby congregations.  I'm very pleased to see the direction being 
taken by our Worship Committee (please the article 'A Deeper Sense' in this newsletter).  

Congregations often take on a 'persona' persisting over decades, often following a long 
termed ministry or series of ministers with similar styles and philosophies.  I recall in the late 
60's, early 70's, the Unitarian Universalist churches at the edges of Boston Commons.  There 
was Charles Street Meeting House where services focused on world religions and were 
characterized by dance, music, art.  Kings Chapel was almost Anglican in its worship 
traditions.  Arlington Street Church was highly engaged in social action.  Dr. Spock burned his
draft card on the steps in protest of the Vietnam war.  Across the street was First Church, 
founded in1630 that by the mid-19th century was a center of the transcendental movement.  
Second Church nearby, merged with First Church in 1970.  Each had a uniqueness that 
attracted like minded congregants. 

As the only Adirondack congregation, AUUC has the challenge of engaging the spiritual and 
moral longings of a diversity of seekers.  We do so by listening to and attending on one 
another.

In peace, 
Phyllis
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A Deeper Sense

On Sunday January 22, several members of the Worship Committee met with Reverend 
Wayne Walder to discuss ways to improve our Sunday services. The challenge he offered us 
was to think about how the elements of a service (e.g., music, readings, sermon, storytelling 
and religious education, etc.) can be brought together to enrich the experience of the service. 
He also posed the idea that the overall focus of services should be on examining what it 
means to be human, and supporting efforts to experience life at a deeper level

We decided to form a group to gather regularly to explore why we come here on Sundays, 
and what it is we hope to get from the services. These gatherings would not simply be 
intellectual exercises or administrative planning of Sunday services, but rather, have a 
different purpose: a) to enrich the experience of attending services; b) to view being a part of 
these committee gatherings as itself a way of deepening one’s life; and c) by attraction, have 
congregants become part of this process as they wish, perhaps inspiring the desire to present
on a topic for a Sunday service. 

The goal is to eventually create meaningful services that can in turn help us to live 
authentically and experience life at a deeper human level.  If you would like to be part of this 
group, especially if you have considered presenting a service, please contact Craig Milewski 
at adkleaf@gmail.com, Rosalie Fontana at rosaliefontana@gmail.com or Elaine Holmlund at
elaineh@gmail.com.

A  B  O  P  E  H

Highlights from Annual Meeting January 8, 2017

Thank you to departing Board members Jean Chamberlain and Joan Kelly.
Welcome to new Board members, Vincine Fallica, Secretary, and Gary Alexander, 
    Trustee.
Decision on investment of building funds postponed until May following review
    of investment climate.
ByLaw passed strengthening statement of AUUC welcome to LGBT persons and 
   other persons of diversity. 
Fundraising volunteers:  Carolyn Alexander, Joyce Henklein, Elaine Holmlund,
   Joan Kelly, Donna Wood
Sunday morning hospitality coordinator:  Laura Reid
Suggested:  More post-service discussions on service topic
                   Think about themes for Sunday services
                   "Growth" of service and discussion group leaders
                    Be mindful of service to community
                    Let's have a AUUC picnic some Sunday!
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A DATE TO REMEMBER

Saturday, April 1, 9:30 am – 3:30 pm at May Memorial UU Society, Syracuse
St. Lawrence Spring Gathering & UUA Presidential Candidates’ Forum & Gould Lecture

Rev. Richard Gilbert presents 2017 Gould Lecture “The Prophetic Imperative in a Messy 
World”

Workshops and focused discussion groups follow the lecture.

Register by March 26, 2017, at http://tinyurl.com/2017SLDGould
(sliding scale based on ability to pay $18-$22-$26)

Contact Phyllis Magnus at magnus@roadrunner.com if planning to attend

Richard Gilbert will be presenting a social justice workshop at AUUC on April 22 and the
Sunday service on April 23

“All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that
good men do nothing”
Edmund Burke

NOTES FROM THE 

UNITARIANS UNIVERSALISTS CHURCH OF CANTON (UUCC), 
THE UNITARIANS UNIVERSALISTS FELLOWSHIP OF PLATTSBURGH (UUFP), 
AND THE ADIRONDACK UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS COMMUNITY (AUUC) PARTNERSHIP 
MEETING.

JANUARY 14TH 2017.    19 People Attended.

Evin Carville-Ziemer, the new UU regional representative, gave a recounting of her extensive 
UU background, and how she could help us achieve our goals.

Initially a large group discussion was had. Topics included:

Raising the profile of the North Country UUs. Providing a space for the spiritual experience. 
Creating a convent of civility to hear people’s needs, fears, and hopes. Where political 
differences can be safely expressed in an environment of divisiveness. How to communicate 
our values in ways that don’t exacerbate polarization, and are clear and firm? 

We then broke up into three smaller groups for more focused discussions. The finance group 
discussed our three congregations’ changing of our fiscal years to the calendar year and its 
effect on donations. There was a social justice group which considered ways our 
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congregations might work on unison projects.  I was in a group concerned with promotion and
social media. The economics and effectiveness of an NCPR sponsorship was discussed, and 
that it was essential that a ‘Unitarian Universalists of the North Country’ website and/or 
Facebook page needs to be up and running BEFORE any radio spot is aired to provide an 
easy way for listeners to obtain more information. 

A draft of a short 10 second spot was written that read:

“The Unitarian Universalist congregations of the North Country: open minds, who inspire 
spiritual growth, engage in loving community, and ignite a passion for social justice. Visit us at
facebook.com/UUNorthCountry.” (The facebook link is just an example.)

The three groups will be meeting individually to further discuss and develop areas of 
cooperation and develop the agenda for the next large group meeting.

Vincine Fallica

Notes From the Editor

The above photo is from January 29th, at the Rochester protest against the executive order 
banning immigrants and Muslims from entering the country. A week before, in this same park I
attended the People's Solidarity Rally held in conjunction with the Women's March on 
Washington.  

It seems that as Unitarian Universalists our work is cut out for us in terms of social justice.  As
member of First Unitarian's Social Justice Executive Council the church been busy with 
restructuring and mobilizing to increase our own social justice presence in Rochester. One 
way has been by joining Roc/ACTS, an interfaith community organizing coalition which is a 
part of Gamaliel. Other ways are, of course, getting people out to events like these rallies. Our
church even sent two busses down to Washington for the Women's March in partnership with 

http://facebook.com/UUNorthCountry


some other local organizations. All of this on top of being in an interim phase. Fortunately 
we've had two great interim ministers to help us welcome new faces to the church while 
helping us prepare for our own ministerial search. -Courtney

Do Not go Gentle into that Good Night

Dylan Thomas

Do not go gentle into that good night,
Old age should burn and rave at close of day;
Rage, rage against the dying of the light.

Though wise men at their end know dark is right,
Because their words had forked no lightning they
Do not go gentle into that good night.

Good men, the last wave by, crying how bright
Their frail deeds might have danced in a green bay,
Rage, rage against the dying of the light.

Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flight,
And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way,
Do not go gentle into that good night.

Grave men, near death, who see with blinding sight
Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay,
Rage, rage against the dying of the light.

And you, my father, there on the sad height,
Curse, bless, me now with your fierce tears, I pray.
Do not go gentle into that good night.
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 



 Contact Numbers
www.adkuu.org

President:            Phyllis Magnus                354-1379    
Vice President     John Wood                      946-2275
Secretary:            Vincine Fallica    Vfallica@outlook.com
Treasurer:            Sue Grimm Hanley          637-2794

Trustees:             Gary Alexander               354-7823
                            Joyce Henklein                891-7761
                                  
Membership:       Joyce Henklein                891-7761   

Caring:                Susan Arnold                   891-3744

Welcoming
Congregation       Ann Mullen                     891-5735

Worship:              Elaine  Holmlund            891-6717
                           Craig Milewski                 354-0398

Communitarian:  Courtney Miller        starrypoetics@gmail.com

Double Ewe:       Joyce Henklein                891-7761
Knitters

Place:                  Randall Swanson            891-3512    
                        
RE:                     Donna Wood                    946-2275
                           Julia Goren                      845-216-3810        
                            
Environmental and Social Action: Stephen DeHond 
sdehond@hotmail.com

Social Media:      Sue Grimm Hanley        637-2794                    

We the member congregations of the Unitarian
Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and

promote

-The inherent worth and dignity of every person.

-Justice, equity and compassion in human relations.

-Acceptance of one another and encouragement to
spiritual growth in our congregations.

-A free and responsible search for truth and meaning.

-The right of conscience and the use of democratic
process within our congregations and in society at

large.

-The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and
justice for all.

-Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of
which we are a part.
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